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DETAILED ACTION 



Amendment 

1. Receipt is acknowledged of the response filed on September 10, 2007. Currently, claims 
5 l-i2 remain in the examination. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

10 (a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 

section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yamashita et 
al. (US 5,389,769, previously cited, hereinafter "Yamashita") in view of Johnson (US 7,038,470, 
hereinafter "Johnson"), 

Re claims 1 and 5-12, Yamashita discloses a method of attaching an identification tag 
20 30A and 30B to the part 10 of a semiconductor processing tool 1 (see figures 1A and 9; also see 
abstract). As shown in figure 1A, identification tag 30A is placed in a shallow cup/indent 
receiving the tag (col. 3, lines 65+). Each identification tag, having different identification 
number responds to different frequency. 

Yamashita fails to specifically teach or fairly suggest that the identification tag creates a 
25 measurable decrease in field strength as recited amended claims 1 and 5-10. 
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Johnson teaches a sensor and a monitoring system comprising RFID tag and the reader 
(see figure 2; col. 12, lines 31-67; col. 22, lines 39-49; col. 23, lines 38-55). Johnson shows the 
decrease in the tag coil - voltage drop - which is observed by the reader. In case there is no 
decrease, it would not be registered by the reader. 
5 Examiner's is aware that the embodiment in Johnson is different than the subject matter 

disclosed in the instant application. Nevertheless, it is and RFID system comprising the reader 
and RFID tag. Measuring a voltage drop (or decrease in field strength) in an antenna coil of the 
RFID tag is one of the ways how the reader and the tag interfaces. Also see US 2007/0109389 to 
Slatter (paragraph 0037) and US 2007/0057797 to Waldner et al. (paragraph 0036). 
w Accordingly, it is the Examiner's position that the subject matter recited in amended claims is 
not particular to the instant application. Rather, the amended subject matter (measuring decrease 
in field strength in RFID tag) is closer to an engineering principle of how RFID tag and reader 
interfaces, which is shown in many prior arts. Although Yamashita does not explicitly state 
RFID tag, Yamashita discloses an ID tag which communicates with the reader in radio wave. 
15 Re claims 2 and 4, the tag is integrated to the cup with resin (col. 3, lines 65+). 

Re claim 3, in another embodiment, the ID can be embodied with a barcode or other label 
type which can be attached and detached (col. 2, lines 13+). 

Re claim 5, the ID chip communicates with a fixed station utilizing a radio frequency 
(col. 2, lines 47+; col. 3, lines 22-32; col. 4, lines 7+) 
20 Re claim 10, the space created by container 10 is a processing chamber (col. 4, lines 1+). 

Re claims 6-8, Yamashita does not use the term "coil", however, as illustrated in figure 2, 
the ID tag 30A communicates with a fixed station 20. The fixed station is comprised of a 
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modulating circuit 25, demodulating circuit 22 and signal transmitting and receiving antenna 21. 
The ID tag 30A is comprised of the antenna receiving from and transmitting to the fixed station. 
The antenna may be a loop antenna (col. 4, lines 10). The loop antenna can certainly be 
considered a coil to one ordinary skill in the art. As further shown in figure 8, the semiconductor 
processing facility has more than one processing device since they are identifiable (otherwise, 
there's no need to identify) (col. 2, lines 31-46; col. 4, lines 25+) 



Response to Arguments 

4. The Applicant's response filed on September 10, 2007 is carefully reviewed and 
considered. 

First, measuring in decrease in field strength (voltage drop as disclosed in Johnson) is a 
well known method of detecting a response from tag, particularly in passive RFID tag 
embodiment. It is also noted that both Yamashita and Johnson are passive RFID tag (See 
Yamashita, col. 2, lines 56-60; See Johnson, col. 9, lines 9+). Accordingly, one ordinary skill in 
the art can certainly contemplate adopting such a well-known and readily available technique. 

Secondly, Yamashita patent does not explicitly spell out "decreased field strength" or 
"voltage drop" as recited in Johnson although Yamashita may use the same technique. Citing of 
Johnson is to cure the apparent deficiency of Yamashita. 

Applicant's remarks describing these elements have been fully considered, but they are 
not persuasive, and therefore, the Examiner has made this Office Action final. 
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Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
5 MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
10 however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ahshik Kim whose telephone number is (571)272-2393. The 
examiner can normally be reached between the hours of 8:00 AM to 5:00 PM Monday thru 
15 Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael G. Lee, can be reached on (571)272-2398. The fax phone number for this 
Group is (571)273-8300. 

20 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
addressed to [ahshik.kim@uspto.gov]. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed express waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more clearly 
set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent and 
Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 89. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
application is available for Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, 
5 see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have any questions or access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Primary Examiner 
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